Kenya's UN ambassador praised for 'inspiring' speech

Kenya's UN ambassador Martin Kimani made a powerful speech on (Dthe Ukraine-Russia crisis at

the UN Security Council emergency session. His speech has received widespread praise and is being
described as one of the best speeches delivered at the forum.

His speech was made just after the Russian president ordered troops into eastern Ukraine, under the
(@fabrication of “peace keeping”, after recognizing the independence of two separatist regions. In his

speech, Kimani eloquently offered 3 a uniquely African viewpoint to express Kenya’s opposition to

Russia’s actions of using force to change borders.
He spoke about Africa's colonial past, comparing Russia’s aggression towards Ukraine to how African
countries emerged from colonialism. He warned Vladimir Putin to respect Russia’s border with Ukraine,

and to learn a lesson from the African experiences.
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Ql Who is Martin Kimani?

Q2 What is (Dthe Ukraine-Russia crisis? Please describe the situation.

Q3 Do you think Russia’s act is a @fabrication? Why do you think so?

Q4 Kimani KOJEHIE. EDLI R TR 77VAABEDORB I LD TITHBHEALELLY,

Q5 Kimani KILEHROF T . OV T7DII75AH R /B AT LD

Q6 ROBIIEDHEEBELHALALDLDTI N AXPISIKRIELILLD,
a) fluently with a strong and clear message
b) a line separating two countries

c) approval, respect or admiration *The word begins with “p”.

d) someone who believes certain groups of people should be independent from the larger group
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GmExlbsyOw



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GmExlbsyOw

Martin Kimani’s Speech

“Kenya and almost every African country was birthed by the ending of empire. Our borders were not
of our own drawing, they were drawn in the distant colonial metropoles of London, Paris and Lisbon, with

no regard for the ancient nations that they cleaved apart. 4Today across the border of every single African

country live our countrymen with whom we share deep historical, cultural, and linguistic bonds.

At independence, Ghad we chosen to pursue states on the basis of ethnic, racial or religious
homogeneity, we would still be waging bloody wars these many decades later. Instead, we agreed that we
would settle for the borders that we inherited but we would still pursue continental, political, economic,
and legal integration. Rather than form nations that looked every ( A ) into history with a dangerous
nostalgia, we chose to look ( B) to a greatness none of our many nations and peoples had ever known.

@ However, Kenya regrets such a yearning from being pursued by force. We must complete our recovery
from the embers of dead empires in a way that does not plunge us back into new forms of domination and

oppression.

X Article 2 of the UN Charter says: “All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the
threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any

other manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations.”
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Q7 Why are borders of African countries straight?

Q8 THRONEZrEREIRIELEILLI,

Q9 THOWAREFZBENFBEXTTIF 2N BIEINTWVRWESUIELFLL),

Q10 (A)(B)ITABEFEANHEEL YL T.ELWAEEVELLY,
I (A)forwards (B)backwards 2 (A)backwards (B)forwards
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWoejpDBa0g

Ambassador Kimani’s speech reminds us of the fact that the UN Security Council has been dominated
for a long time by veto-wielding members, Russia, the UK, the US, France and China, at the expense of
smaller and developing nations.

Kenya currently serves as one of (610 non-permanent members of the council, which hold their seats

on a rotating basis by geographic region, alongside fellow African states Gabon and Ghana. Gabon and
Ghana also expressed support for Ukraine and called for a return to diplomacy.

E Meanwhile, some people say that the stench of hypocrisy permeates Kimani’s speech. In October 2011,
Kenya massed troops on the border with its neighbor Somalia despite warnings from the West. To date,
the country has refused to comply with a ruling from the International Court of Justice on the maritime

border with Somalia, preferring instead to withdraw from the court.

X The UN Security Council is composed of 15 Members, five permanent members and ten non-
permanent members elected for two-year terms by the General Assembly. Currently, the ten-permanent
members (with end of term year) are: Albania (2023), Brazil (2023), Gabon (2023), Ghana (2023),
India (2022), Ireland (2022), Kenya (2022), Mexico (2022). Norway (2022), United Arab Emirates (2023)
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Q12 What are the current ® 10 non-permanent members of the council?

Q13 By which country were Kenya, Gabon and Ghana colonized?

Q14 Why do some people say Kimani’s speech sounds hypocritical?

Q15 What can you learn from Kimani’s speech and African experiences?

Q16 What were the negative effects of colonialism in Africa?


http://www.ambasadat.gov.al/united-nations
http://www.un.int/brazil
https://www.ghanamissionun.org/
https://www.pminewyork.gov.in/
https://www.dfa.ie/pmun/newyork/
https://www.un.int/kenya/
https://mision.sre.gob.mx/onu/
https://www.norway.no/en/missions/UN/
https://uaeun.org/
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1. Kenya's UN ambassador Martin Kimani spoke about Africa's colonial past, comparing Russia
aggression towards Ukraine to how African countries emerged from colonialism.
Y comparing A F 2305 & 7> T\ % (=and compared ...)
Ycompare AtoB: A% B icfilz %

2. Our borders were not of our own drawing, they were drawn in the distant colonial metropoles of London,

Paris and Lisbon, with no regard for the ancient nations that they cleaved apart.
% with no regard for ~ = without regard for ~IZ»2b 5T, BEfFEZEL

3. Atindependence, had we chosen to pursue states on the basis of ethnic, racial or religious homogeneity,

we would still be waging bloody wars these many decades later.
%had we chosen to ... : {REFEET T OEE

4 . We must complete our recovery from the embers of dead empires in a way that does not plunge us back

into new forms of domination and oppression.

5. Some people say the stench of hypocrisy permeates Kimani’s speech. In 2011, Kenya massed troops on

the border with its neighbor Somalia despite warnings from the West.
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https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/ukraine-russia-donetsk-lugansk-putin_uk_6213ebd5e4b0f800ce1601b9
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/ukraine-russia-donetsk-lugansk-putin_uk_6213ebd5e4b0f800ce1601b9

